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Redistricting and the Budget are topics of conversation 

The two main topics of conversation at the Capitol this week were 
redistricting and the budget.  The House and Senate continue to work out 
the details of redistricting.   Governor Beshear has not yet offered his 
proposed budget; that will happen on Tuesday, January 17, 2012.  

 
KEAT Press Conference 

On Tuesday, January 4, 2012, the Kentucky Education Action Team 
("KEAT") held a press conference at the capitol.  KEA and other 
education interest groups are the members of KEAT.  The sole focus of 
the coalition is to cooperatively lobby for adequate school funding.  You 
can learn more about KEAT, see a copy of its press release and view 
graphs showing the consistent decline of school funding at 
www.kyeat.org. 

 
State of the Commonwealth Address 

Tuesday evening Governor Beshear gave his "State of the 
Commonwealth" address.  His assessment was optimistic but blunt.  As 
expected, the state budget outlook for the next two years is stark, and he 
warned that significant cuts in state services will be necessary in the short 
term.  He did not offer any specifics about which parts of state 
government will suffer those cuts or how deep they will be.   
  
On the positive side, the governor also believes that Kentucky is making 
progress in many areas that make the state an attractive place to do 
business, and believes the Commonwealth's economic future is 
bright.  He did note that potential investors have concerns about the 
readiness of Kentucky's workforce.  In order to address that issue 
immediately, Beshear proposed creating efficiencies in the career and 
technical education system by bringing it all under the purview of the 
Kentucky Department of Education, and he plans to actively pursue that 
change during this legislative session.  Over the longer term, the governor 
believes requiring students to stay in high school through age 18 and 
supporting early childhood education are important steps toward creating 
a well-educated, ready work force.   You can read the full text of the 
governor's address here. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgC9Odtm4ANMgWcSCFjr69Ylyez3GWhdqlrrYK4i4HNBxrUtiKsCLBb3Bf5zQabTgTmzneA4aSOwXATC0OT4r0WjNF1irrvDn-g=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgDAfgYdmF125AgXVzRDxsIpdGurcHf1qKvVQoN8QpxBsso8hepL3mEMzokpja9X2b8J6XaM2xquAamuD5-6fwZyh52-1YgVG3qQx9dVK5xqspGcT0wcdEKg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgBQRJ8AwbW2sklkG-N0CPLrb6KoXvBUailHdgCdNP1YsMjV3TEa-Hp-fZoPWhhiNIqAP_k61WjavOWaXd2Ag7_KhP4omr0oMVJEHESI8O3EjnS686mLKeFEjmdwZOJM6IcnvwEirWJzyw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgCSoZ3iYhh6GOT5HSz5v39QbGPQCIKJ0Oxx71YBh7Lvd2dbtisIpXJUEkxf9a0RuWCiTPK-URGR12pcd4GsjDKIDZCkSWTsTMNgMgqd6jybBt2gcniBqe5E
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgCsjmS4kMEAVbKwtId2qDBibt-TBvQc37pwPJ__P7RPymbF0f5RM3tzPx9nO5FG6pK8l0hb9YXCZGPBxRdp9eLwKd29NwzR8Twlrsx7Si1vdRsbTUalePIM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgAVyEGcpFu50j3zQe8Zer1emZVdnhqUTFOYwN5qjJCYXGBbLUChj7NMMi8dA2CKb-9IB0T8u-gsuWoU2WVHJQ60XVj2JhZQZ5GLYGrevxOJj8jQ8A3P-V4zI-_y0ertzeic61r1QvxIfkkR1Ym6xUAl
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgDJghphgdQEmkH6rKxZo4LgvlFkN4rsBVXfVzEQo48qZ50d0J7DYCtsiEWgdxb58rB2yc_z_lLIfmfT9CKo3fh74yxSEZlE7Ag=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgA1r1WRrjHe-5A3V4kXIbLoMne7WBQ9byaPGokCE_gCvrHcmjF2Fzz9iIUHreNQxGQz7t-JuST8HsEfd1VzOyZJKbNbncztTtp7LXeQHuWJHUJgrzC4lL55AIsHQSjo3AXy5Zazy2in-5a2ntpmpF9PODknh5Fa4KLDQQZtCF_Xlay22OiSiw3xjxpTfWuDP3Gbr03s_jc-C_DIDVdy2bymzMv9rovwyipoWb7AfeL0rw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgAKI-GzHv3oggWDaW5M6GCnGmYajnOY7BvmYdhedsrLdMvlOjkRACRf3-xlCn9oV5H2THedhUzHC64BjVnz_PyTDR617XrNiO4nmZHy0JiRxcUWQEPbUY6x
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgDdh5HzgFx0C8ZojC9uX501DOoSBCgc6QujcvVyJDVuBsMNogAQHN1LxvPbGObr4a664vP_-N8_Mfk0JZinOtrILNaLI9zlMGH-RYYvoJ2gaVQLjKdEJl9CplLYPbx13C8KLgPLJDhxAHEuIP5Zx6l6FMYRBES4mWpVax-uxHmDQw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9fy5tmeab&et=1109052603842&s=19&e=001Yo9kiac3DgAVyEGcpFu50iYw21u8ZA92k5NNYE942P_XAQe3Fr71LDL_b2n8DMGVLe8SyYnmYUGelYa2Rn5PnrMz26Zooqcm9Zkdz8uuA7kuIMynxoAk1g==
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1104230179002


Blue Ribbon Commission on Tax Reform 

One of the most effective ways to address Kentucky's revenue problem 
will be through tax reform.  During his remarks to the Chamber of 
Commerce on Thursday evening, Beshear detailed his plan to establish 
the Blue Ribbon Commission on Tax Reform that will be charged with 
creating a plan that assures fairness, competitiveness, simplicity and 
compliance, elasticity and adequacy.  A tax system that insures adequate 
revenue is of particular importance to public school educators, since 
funding for every aspect of public schools flows directly from that 
source.  See a story about Beshear's plan at 
http://migration.kentucky.gov/newsroom/governor/20120105taxreform.htm 

 
Charter Schools 

Many of you may have seen the television ads promoting charter schools 
paid for by "KARE" (Kentuckians Advocating Reforms in Education).  The 
ads are intended to support Representative Brad Montell's HB 77, which 
would establish charter schools in Kentucky.  KEA does not support 
charter schools and will work to defeat this legislation.  Among other 
things, KEA opposes charter schools because they divert funding from 
existing public schools.  Giving more schools access to fewer public 
dollars simply does not make economic sense and cannot support 
Kentucky's enhanced expectations for every student.  There are many 
other good and legitimate objections to charter schools.  You can read a 
brief summary of some of KEA's objections here.  Please keep these 
points in mind as you talk with your legislators about this important issue.  

 

Sincerely, 

Sharron K. Oxendine 

KEA President 
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